
TOURNAMENT 
INFORMATION

Site: Waterloo Tennis Club - Waterloo, ON

Website: www.cooperchallenger.com

Qualifying Draw Begins: Saturday, July 7

Main Draw Begins: Monday, July 9

Main Draw: 32 Singles / 16 Doubles

Surface: Clay / Outdoor

Prize Money: $50,000

Tournament Director:
Helen McArdle, (519) 574-0046
helen@waterloochallenger.com

PRIZE MONEY / POINTS

SINGLES        Prize Money   Ranking Points
Winner! ! $7,315! ! 70
Runner-up ! $3,990! ! 50
Semifinalist! $2,185! ! 32
Quarterfinalist! $1,235! ! 18
Round of 16!    $760! ! 10
Round of 32!    $475! !   1

DOUBLES       Prize Money (per team) 
Winner! ! $2,660!
Runner-up ! $1,425!
Semifinalist!    $760!
Quarterfinalist!    $380!
Round of 16!    $285!
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Day 3 of the Cooper Challenger
by Pat Craton

It  may have been the first day of the main draw event but  the 
big story for local fans was Sandra Dynka’s win in the third and 
final round of the qualifying event. The victory meant a coveted 
place in the main draw for the hometown player. 

Dynka had to play smart, 
confident tennis if she was 
not to self-destruct against 
Nicole Robinson whose 
game style could be a 
source of frustration for 
many. Dynka’s game is 
based on hitting big shots 
b u t i t o f t e n l a c k s 
consistency.  On Monday 
though, she made fewer 
errors because she was 
more patient than usual and this in turn allowed her to set 
herself up better before going for a winning shot. Even though 
she was the first to lose her serve with the score at 1-1, she 
nevertheless kept positive and broke back to level the score to 
3-3 after being 1-3 down. Both women held serve after that  but 
it  was when Robinson was serving at  4-5 and 30-30 that Dynka 
came up with two outright winning shots, a backhand down the 
line followed by a cross court  forehand to take the game and 
first  set  6-4. The second set Dynka raced to a 4-1 lead hitting 
shots that her opponent on the day could not reach. With a 
strong service game to put herself up 5-2 she played a great 
defensive point  to give herself a match point. It was all she 
needed as Robinson hit the next  shot out to send Dynka into the 
main draw of a 50K Challenger for the first time in her career.

Joining Dynka in the main draw were three other survivors of 
the qualifying event. Veronica Corning, the no.1 seed was again 
involved in another three-set match, this time against  no. 6 seed 
Julia Moriarty of Ireland, with Corning coming through 6-2, 
0-6, 6-4. The  no. 2 seed Sherazad Benamar of France, one of 
the few women in the tournament with a one-handed backhand, 
played solid tennis beating Kim Kermet of the USA 6-2-6-0. 

Sandra Dynka
(photo by Andrzej Godlewski)

http://www.cooperchallenger.com
http://www.cooperchallenger.com
mailto:helen@waterloochallenger.com?subject=
mailto:helen@waterloochallenger.com?subject=


The fourth player making it  to the main draw was Erin Clark of the USA whose greater experience was obvious in 
beating 16-year-old Devin Chypyha from Richmond Hill 6-4, 6-2. 

The end of the qualifying matches signaled the beginning of the main draw. At 1:30 p.m the no. 3 seed Misa Eguchi 
of Japan took to the court against USA’s Krista Hardebeck. The no. 3 seed had the weightier shots and was better all 
round than her less experienced 17-year-old opponent. Eguchi won 6-3, 6-2.

The second of the two main draw singles of the day was the 
feature match between Fatma Al Nabhani from Oman, a 
finalist here in 2010, and no. 2 seed Julia Glushko from 
Israel. Glushko was the first to break when the score was at 
1-1 but serving at 2-1 she gave up the advantage by double-
faulting twice in that game. With the score at 4-4, Nabhani 
double faulted to lose her serve and Glushko held hers to win 
the set 6-4. The second set followed the same pattern as the 
first with Glushko going up 2-1 on an Al Nabhani double 
fault and Glushko returning the favour. But here the 
similarity ended. Glushko broke twice to go up 5-2 but Al 
Nabhani mounted a last-minute charge by playing two strong 
games, first to break Gluskho and then to hold her serve. 
Gluskho though held her serve to win the match, 6-4, 6-4. 
Neither woman seemed able to get into a rhythm. The 
frequent requests made by both women for the umpire to 
verify line calls, some of them justified, didn’t make for a free-
flowing game either. As a result, rallies were short and in short 
supply.

The doubles event also got underway on Monday with two matches played. Sisters Devin and Lauren Chypyha of 
Richmond Hill were overwhelmed by Veronica Corning and Nicole Robinson 6-0, 6-1 and the Japanese team of Misa 
Eguchi and Miki Miyamura  quick prowess at the net earned them a 6-1, 6-3 victory over Americans Nadia 
Echeverria Alam and Danielle Mills.

Tuesday’s schedule features nine singles and four doubles matches. Sandra Dynka makes her debut in the main draw 
against Nicole Melichar of the USA at 10 a.m . Several Canadians are also in action including Sonja Molnar of 
Guelph. It promises to be a day of interesting match ups in both singles and doubles. Play begins at 10 a.m at the 
Waterloo Tennis Club.  There will be a feature doubles match starting at 5 p.m. which will be an all Canadian affair 
with juniors Erin Routliffe and Carol Zhao (who both just got back from playing at Wimbledon) taking on Guelph 
native Sonja Molnar and her partner Marianne Jodoin. 
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Julia Glushko (photo by Andrzej Godlewski)
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The fifth annual Cooper Challenger presented by Victoria Star Motors tournament takes place July 7 -15 at the 
Waterloo Tennis Club located in Waterloo Park. This is the second year that the prize money for the tournament is at 
the increased $50,000 level.  The first three years of the tournament the event was at the $25,000 level. As last year 
showed, aside from the benefits to the players of a bigger pay day and more points for wins, spectators will be 
treated to a higher standard of play.
 
Action begins with a 32- player qualifying draw tournament on Saturday July 7 at 9 am. This event runs to Monday 
July 9. Included in the qualifying draw are a number of Canadians which includes the local wild card recipient Alison 
Drainie. The last four players of this event will enter into the 32-player main draw. Four Canadians have been granted 
wild cards to the main draw singles. They are  Elisabeth Abanda, Marianne Jodoin, Sonja Molnar and Stephanie 
Wetmore. They will be joined by fellow Canadians Sharon Fichman, Marie-Eve Pelletier, Gabriela Dabrowski and 
Carol Zhao. The doubles event is a 16-pair draw. Last year, Canadian Sharon Fichman captured the singles title and 
Americans Alexandra Mueller and Asia Muhammed won the doubles crown.  Main draw matches begin Monday July 
9 at 10 am. This year’s entry list features participants from fourteen countries. For two players, American Danielle 
Mills and Canadian Carmen Sandor, this will be their fifth time competing in Waterloo as they have participated in the 
event every year since the tournament began in 2008.
 
While the tennis action will be on the Waterloo club courts, it won’t be the only entertainment on offer. The 
tournament will have a kickoff event called the Road To Wimbledon.  This event will be held at Wildcraft restaurant on 
July 7th at 6 pm and will include the draw ceremony and a silent auction of amazing items.  All proceeds from the 
event will benefit the YWCA’s The Power of Being a Girl conference. The Kids Tennis Fair, an event to introduce the 
game to youngsters and also to promote the tournament, will take place Monday July 9 at the Waterloo Public 
Square from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mini tennis courts will be set up and a fast serve speed cage will be available for 
children to try their hand at the game and to win prizes. Gary Winter, head pro at the Waterloo Tennis club, along with 
a couple of the women pros will be on hand to lead the proceedings. The radio station, 91.5 FM The Beat will also be 
there to help keep bodies and feet moving. The Wildcraft Pro-Am tournament on Wednesday July 11th will see 
twenty amateurs taking turns partnering ten women pros in round-robin play. From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., the amateurs will 
have the privilege of testing their skills against the pros. The winner will be Tennis Canada’s Tennis Matters. Last year 
$2,000 was raised by the Pro-Am event to benefit this program.
 
There will be a feature match in the evenings for the benefit of the after-work crowd.  On Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday the matches starts at 5 pm. The quarterfinals of the singles begin at 11 am on Friday; the semifinals on 
Saturday will also start at 11 am, followed by the doubles final. The singles final is on Sunday starting at 12:30 pm. 
Gates will open at 11:00 am. Admission is free to the public for the entire tournament.

Past Champions

Year Champion Finalist Year Champions

2011 Sharon Fichman (CAN) Julia Boserup (USA) 2011 Alexandra Mueller - Asia Muhammed

2010 Julia Cohen (USA) Fatma Al Nabhani (OMA) 2010 Elisabeth Abanda - Katarena Paliivets (CAN)

2009 Johanna Konta (AUS) Heidi El Tabakh (CAN) 2009 Alexandra Mueller - Allie Will (USA)

2008 Alexandra Mueller (USA) Sharon Fichman (CAN) 2009 Akiko and Tomoko Yonemura (JPN)

Singles Doubles



PLAYERS TO WATCH

Sharon Fichman (CAN) Age: 21                              Ranking: 196
Fichman is returning to defend her title in Waterloo.  She is coming in as the 
top seed this year. Her best result of 2012 was reaching the semifinals of the 
$25K Caserta Challenger in Italy in May.  In 2011, in additon to winning our 
singles event, she also won four doubles events (teaming up with fellow 
Canadian Marie-Eve Pelletier for 3 of these).  Fichman has been a member of 
Canada’s Fed Cup team since 2005 and has a win/loss record of 15/5.  Sharon 
played in the inaugural Challenger event here in Waterloo in 2008 and reached 
the finals.

Julia Glushko (ISR) Age: 22                                     Ranking: 225
Glushko made the finals of two $50K doubles tournaments in 2012.  She has 
played on the Israeli Fed Cup team for four years and has a win/loss record of 
10/11. Over the course of her professional career, Glushko has won four ITF 
titles, two $10K events in Israel and two $25K events in Australia.

Misa Eguchi (JPN) Age: 20                                       Ranking: 250
Eguchi won two ITF Pro Circuit events in 2011, a $10K in Bangkok and a $25K 
in Karuizawa.  Her best result so far in 2012 was reaching the semifinals of the 
$25K Bendigo, Australia event.  She also made the doubles finals of the $50K 
Fukuoka, Japan tournament.

Marie-Eve Pelletier (CAN) Age: 30                          Ranking: 251
Captured her first singles title since 2005 at the $25K El Paso Challenger in 
Texas in June. Collected doubles titles at the $25K Pelham tournament with 
Julie Coin in April and at the $25K Raleigh event with Gabriela Dabrowski in 
May. Was a doubles finalist at the $50K Dothan Challenger in Alabama and at 
the $50K Indian Harbour Beach tournament. Pelletier reached five other 
doubles semifinals in 2012. She is the longest serving member of the current 
Fed Cup Team and has compiled a 25-15 win-loss record.
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PLAYERS TO WATCH

Gabriela Dabrowski (CAN) Age: 20                        Ranking: 371
While Dabrowski is still waiting to capture her first ITF Pro Circuit singles title, 
she has won four doubles titles with fellow Canadians, two with Marie-Eve 
Pelletier and two with Sharon Fichman.  She had her best singles result at the 
end of 2011 when she made the finals of the $50K Tevlin Challenger in 
Toronto.

Carol Zhao (CAN) Age: 17                                        Ranking: 581
Zhao joined the National Training Centre in Montreal in September 2010.  
Zhao is currently ranked 19th in the World Junior Rankings. In the AEGON 
Junior International Roehampton, the junior leadup tournament to Wimbledon 
this year, Zhao lost in the singles final to fellow Canadian Eugenie Bouchard. 
She reached her first quarterfinal at the pro level at the $50,000 Tevlin 
Challenger in 2011 where she upset Valérie Tétreault in the opening round to 
earn her first pro victory.  

Alexandra Mueller (USA) Age: 24                           Ranking: 394
Mueller has played here in Waterloo three of the four years.  Each year she’s 
played she’s won - Singles Champion in 2008, Doubles Champion in 2009 and 
2011.  Over her career Mueller has captured 6 singles and 7 doubles ITF Pro 
Circuit titles.  Mueller first made waves in 2003, when she won the $10,000 ITF 
event in Mont Tremblant, Canada, at age 15, and played on the U.S. Junior 
Fed Cup team. 

Erin Routliffe (CAN) Age: 17                                    Ranking: 832
Earlier this year Routliffe won 3 ITF Junior Events which helped boost her 
junior ranking into the Top 50 for the first time. Routliffe is currently ranked 47th 
in the World Junior Rankings.  She played her first ITF Pro Circuit tournament 
here in Waterloo in 2009 when she was only 14. In 2011, Routliffe had her best 
result on the ITF Pro Circuit by making it to the quarterfinals of the $50K event 
in Saguenay. She has received a main draw wildcard into this year’s Cooper 
Challenger.
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PLAYERS TO WATCH

Elisabeth Abanda (CAN) Age: 18                            Ranking: 951
Abanda had her best result on the ITF Pro Circuit at our 2010 tournament 
where she reached the quarter finals in singles and won the doubles title.  
Abanda’s first singles ITF Pro Circuit match was on the Waterloo Tennis Club 
courts at our 2009 event.  She is currently attending Barry University in Florida. 
Abanda has received a wildcard into the main draw.

Sonja Molnar (CAN) Age: 22                                  Ranking: 1214
Attending the University of Iowa and competed at No. 1 position... unanimous 
first team All-Big Ten selection ... selected as the team's Most Valuable 
Player... became the third player in program history to earn all-conference 
honours four times... finished the season ranked No. 66 nationally and No. 4 in 
the Central Region by the ITA. Sonja’s hometown is Guelph, Ontario and was 
coached by local pro, Harry Greenan.  Molnar has received a wild card into the 
main draw of this year’s tournament.

Marianne Jodoin (CAN) Age: 19                            Ranking: 1022
Jodoin is in her Sophomore year at Fresno State. She was named the Western 
Athletic Conference Player of the Year for the second consecutive year in 
2012. Jodoin has competed at No. 1 singles and doubles and posted a 19-5 
win-loss record this season. As a junior she was ranked in the top 75 in the 
world.  This will be Jodoin’s fourth time competing at this Waterloo Challenger 
event. Jodoin has received a wildcard into the main draw.
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PLAYERS TO WATCH

Sandra Dynka (CAN) Age: 22                          
Dynka is a Kitchener native.  She received a wild card into the qualifying 
tournament last year. Sandra is currently attending Texas Tech and has played 
at No. 1 in both singles and doubles.

Stephanie Wetmore (CAN) Age: 24                          
Wetmore attended UCLA and was part of its winning NCAA championship 
team. After graduating with a degree in sociology, she attended Georgetown 
University to study for a master’s degree in sports management.  While there 
she played No. 1 singles and doubles and won three tournaments.  Wetmore is 
from Mississauga and has received a wildcard into the main draw.

Alison Drainie (CAN) Age: 20                        
Drainie has been the No.1 player in both singles and doubles for the University  
of Waterloo varsity for the past two years.  A former competitive junior player 
she was ranked in the top 20 in Ontario in the U16.  The Toronto native is 
majoring in Urban Planning. Drainie has received the tournament’s wildcard 
into the qualifying tournament.

5TH ANNUAL COOPER CHALLENGER
WATERLOO, ON  - JULY 7 - 15, 2012

TOURNAMENT NOTES                        as of July 9, 2012


